
Sisters’ Class – Lesson 2 – The 

Fundamentals of Tawheed 

What is Tawheed?  

• Tawheed is the verbal noun of waHHada yuwaHHidu  

• It means to unify, or to make something one 

• The religion of Islam is called tawheed because it is built upon the principle that 

Allah is one: 

o in His dominion and His actions - He has no partner 

o in His Self and His Attributes - He has no equal 

o in His right to be worshipped - He has no rival 

• This is the essence of the religion of Islam, and the message of all of the Prophets 

(peace be upon them) 

An Introduction to Tawheed (1)  

�m��i���h��g��f��e��d���cl   
 “And I did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.” [Adh-Dhaariyaat 51:56]  

�m�on��m���l��k��j��i��h��g��f��e��dl   
 “And We certainly sent into every nation a messenger, [saying], “Worship Allah and avoid 

Taghut.’” [An-Nahl 16:36] 

�mo���n��ml��k��j��i��h��g��fl   
 “Worship Allah and associate nothing with Him, and to parents do good.” [An-Nisaa’ 4:36] 

An Introduction to Tawheed (2)  
Bukhari and Muslim narrate, from the hadith of Mu’aadh bin Jabal – may Allah be pleased 

with him – that he said:  

“I was riding behind the Prophet (peace be upon him) on a donkey, when he said to me: ‘O 

Mu’aadh!’ Do you know what Allah’s right is upon his servants, and what his servants’ right 

is upon Him?’ He said: ‘I said: Allah and His Messenger know best’ The Prophet (peace be 

upon him) said: ‘Allah’s right upon is servant is that you worship Him and do not make any 

partner with Him, and the servants’ right upon Allah, is that Allah will not punish anyone 

who does not make a partner with Him’. Mu’aadh said: ‘I said: Shouldn’t I give the people 

the good news?’ The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) replied: ‘Don’t inform them, in 

case they rely upon it’”   



What is Worship?  

• “Everything that Allah loves and is pleased with, from statement and action, what is 

hidden, and what is apparent” 

The Virtues of Tawheed (1)  

�m��L��K��J�����I��H��G��F����E��D��C��B��Al  
 “They who believe and do not mix their belief with injustice - those will have security, and 

they are [rightly] guided.” [Al-An’aam 6:82] 

Imaam Muslim narrates on the authority of Alqamah, from Abdullah [ibn Mas’ood] – may 

Allah be pleased with him – that when this aayah was revealed, it became hard upon the 

companions of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). They said: ‘Which of us does 

not oppress himself?’ The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: ‘It is not as you think, but it is 

as Luqmaan said to his son: 

�m�`_��^��]��\���e��d��c����b��al    
“O my son, do not associate [anything] with Allah . Indeed, association [with him] is great 

injustice.” [Luqmaan 31:13] 

The Virtues of Tawheed (2)  

من : (قال رسول اهللا صلى اهللا عليه وسلم: أنه قال عن عبادة بن الصامت رضي اهللا عنه

أن ال إله إال اهللا وحده ال شريك له، وأن حممداً عبده ورسوله، وأن عيسى عبد اهللا شهد 

ورسوله وكلمته ألقاها إىل مرمي وروح منه، واجلنة حق، والنار حق أدخله اهللا اجلنة على 

 أخرجاه). ما كان من العمل

‘Ubaadah bin As-Saamit – may Allah be pleased with  him – said that the Messenger of Allah 

(peace be upon him) said: “Whoever bears witness that there is nothing worthy of worship 

except Allah, alone and with no partner, and that Muhammad is His slave and messenger, 

and that ‘Eesaa is His slave and messenger, and a word that He bestowed to Maryam, and a 

soul (created) from Him, and that Paradise is true, and Hellfire is true; Allah will enter him 

into Paradise, whatever his deeds might be.”  

Narrated by Bukhari & Muslim.  

• We must understand “whatever his deeds might be” in context. It does not include 

those who have committed a deed which takes them outside of Islam, such as 

leaving the prayer. 



The Virtues of Tawheed (3)  

ال إله إال اهللا يبتغي بذلك وجه : هللا حرم على النار من قالفإن ا: (وهلما يف حديث عتبان

).اهللا   

And Bukhari & Muslim narrate from the hadith of ‘Itbaan – may Allah be pleased with him: 

“For Allah has forbidden the Hellfire for the one who says: ‘There is no god worthy of 

worship except Allah, seeking by it Allah’s Face.’” 

: مسعت رسول اهللا صلى اهللا عليه وسلم يقول: وللترمذي وحسنه عن أنس رضي اهللا عنه

يا ابن آدم؛ لو أتيتين بقراب األرض خطايا، مث لقيتين ال تشرك يب شيئاً : قال اهللا تعاىل(

).ألتيتك بقراا مغفرة   

And At-Tirmidhi narrated (and declared it ‘fair’) from the hadith of Anas – may Allah be 

pleased with him – that he heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) say: “Allah 

The Exalted said: ‘O son of Adam, If you came to me with sins equal to the world, and you 

met Me without making any partner with Me, I would come to you with a similar amount of 

forgiveness.’”  

The Virtues of Tawheed (4)  
Husayn bin Abdur-Rahman said: “I was once with Sa’eed bin Jubayr when he said: ‘did any of 

you see the shooting star last night?’ I said: ‘I did.’ Then I said: ‘I wasn’t praying because I 

was stung.’ He said: ‘So what did you do?’ I replied: ‘I asked someone to treat me with 

ruqiyah [NB: this is the correct wording of the hadith, not that he read upon himself]. He 

asked: ‘What made you do that?’ I said: ‘A hadith that Ash-Sha’bee related to us.’ He said: 

‘What did he relate?’ I said: ‘He reported to us from Buraydah bin Al-Husayb – may Allah be 

pleased with him – that the Prophet – peace and blessings of Allah be upon him – said: 

“ruqiyah is not [completely effective] but for the evil eye or for the poisonous sting”. Sa’eed 

responded: ‘He does well who acts upon what he heard. But Ibn Abbaas – may Allah be 

pleased with them both – reported to us from the Prophet – peace and blessings of Allah be 

upon him – that he said: “the nations were displayed before me. I saw a Prophet and with 

him there was a small group of people, and a Prophet with whom there was only one or two 

people, and a Prophet with no one at all. Then a great mass appeared before me, I thought 

that it was my ummah. It was said to me: ‘This is Musaa and his people.’ So I looked, there 

was another great mass. It was said to me: ‘This is your ummah and seventy thousand of 

them will enter paradise without reckoning or punishment.’ Then he stood to enter his 

house. The people began wondering who they might be. Some said: ‘Maybe they are the 

companions of Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him).’ Some said: ‘Maybe 

those born in Islam who never associated anything with Allah.’ And still others were 

suggested. Then Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him) appeared before 

them to tell them. He said: ‘They are those who do not ask people to treat them with 

ruqiyah, nor follow omens, nor get themselves cauterized, and upon their Lord do they 

trust’…”  



• In another narration: “and with each of the seventy thousand, are seventy thousand 

[more]” 

Laa ilaaha illa-Allah – The essence of tawheed  

• What do the following mean? 

o Laa [An-Naafiyyah lil-Jins] 

o Ilaah  

• Two components 

o Negation 

o Affirmation 

• Why you have to have both parts 
 

�mÕÔ��Ó����Ò��Ñ��ß��Þ��Ý��Ü��ÛÚ��Ù����Ø��×��Ö 

��à���á���ì��ë��ê��é��èç��æ��å��ä��ã��âl 
 

There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion. The right course has become 

clear from the wrong. So whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah has grasped 

the most trustworthy handhold with no break in it. And Allah is Hearing and Knowing. [Al 

Baqarah 2:256]  

 

• This ‘most trustworthy handhold’ is ‘laa ilaaha illa-Allah’ 

• Taaghoot refers to anything which is worshipped besides Allah, with the exception 

of those who are not happy to be worshipped. The closest translation in English 

would be ‘False gods’.  

The conditions of ‘laa ilaaha illa-Allah’ 

• Laa ilaaha illa-Allah has seven conditions, without them it is worthless: 

o Knowledge 

o Certainty 

o Acceptance 

o Submission 

o Truthfulness 

o Sincerity 

o Love 

• These conditions can be found in the poem: 

  واالنقياد فادر ما أقول    العلم واليقني والقبول"

  "وفقك اهللا ملا أحبه     والصدق واإلخالص واحملبة

• Which can be roughly translated as: 



“knowledge, certainty, and acceptance  and submission, so know what I say 

And truthfulness, sincerity, and love  May Allah give you the success to do what 

he loves” 

 

The Division of Tawheed  

• Tawheed can be divided into two, or three groups 

• This division is found in the Qur’aan and the Sunnah, as well as the statements of 

the great scholars and imaams  

• This division was understood by the companions, and even by the mushrikeen 

(polytheists) of Makkah, because of their understanding of Arabic language 

• The scholars who came after the companions emphasised it, when people became 

ignorant about the true meaning of tawheed  

• If we divide tawheed into three groups, we can split it as follows: 

Tawheed Ar-Rububiyyah  

• This is the belief that Allah is the lord of everything, and its controller, its owner, its 

provider, and its creator. And that Allah gives life and death, He is the one who 

benefits and harms, He is the only one who replies to His slave at a time of 

desperate need. He is the one who controls everything, and he has no partner in any 

of this   

• It also includes belief in Qadr – Divine Decree 

• It can be summarised as ‘affirming Allah’s oneness with regard to His actions’  

Tawheed Al-Asmaa’ was-Sifaat  

• This is the belief that Allah knows everything, and is capable of all things. And that 

He is Al-Hayy Al-Qayoom [the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of existence]. Neither 

drowsiness overtakes Him nor sleep. He has complete will, and perfect wisdom, and 

that He is All-Hearing, All-Seeing, Kind, and Merciful. He rose above His throne, and 

He is the Sovereign, the Pure, the Perfection, the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, 

the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is Allah above whatever 

they associate with Him. And to believe in all of Allah’s Perfect Names and Attributes 

– without changing their meaning, or denying them, or asking ‘How’, or comparing 

Allah to His creation 

• This type of tawheed has other names as well  

Tawheed Al-’Uloohiyyah 

• It is to worship Allah alone, making the religion completely for Him, whether actions 

of the heart, such as love, fear, hope, trust; or actions of the tongue, such as dhikr, 

and du’aa; or actions of the body, such as prayer, fasting, hajj, and charity.  



• Can be summarised as ‘Affirming the oneness of Allah, with regard to the actions of 

His servants’ 

• Has many other names 

Tawheed as two  

• Many of the earlier scholars divided tawheed into two categories, joining between 

Rububiyyah and Asmaa’ was-Sifaat – because they both relate to knowing Allah 

• The third category was emphasised later because of the people going astray in this 

area 

• So is it OK to add more categories now? 

o A bottomless pit 

o What sufficed the early scholars, should suffice us 

o People use new categories to justify their misguidance, like tawheed al-

haakimiyyah  

Important Points (1)  

• The mushrikeen of Makkah, at the time of the Prophet (peace be upon him), 

believed completely in tawheed ar-rububiyyah  

 

�m��ª��©¨��§���¦��¥���������¤��£��¢��¡�����~���}

��¬��«l ٦١: العنكبوت 

 “If you asked them, "Who created the heavens and earth and subjected the sun and the 

moon?" they would surely say, " Allah ." Then how are they deluded?” [Al-’Ankaboot 29:61]  

�m��ÎÍ��Ì���Ë��Ê��É��È��Ç��Æ��Å��Ä��Ã��Â��Á���À��¿

���×��Ö��Õ��Ô��Ó��ÒÑ��Ð��Ïl ٦٣ :العنكبوت 

“And if you asked them, "Who sends down rain from the sky and gives life thereby to the 

earth after its lifelessness?" they would surely say " Allah ." Say, "Praise to Allah "; but most 

of them do not reason.” [Al-’Ankaboot 29:61] 

   



Important Points (2)  

�m��´��³��²±��°���¯��®¬��«��ª��©��¨��§��¦��¥

��¸��¶��µl ٢٥ :لقمان  

“And if you asked them, "Who created the heavens and earth?" they would surely say, " 

Allah ." Say, "[All] praise is [due] to Allah "; but most of them do not know.” [Luqmaan 31:25]  

�m��¢���¡�����~��}��|{��z��y��x���w���v��u��t

��²��±��°��¯���®���¬��«��ª��©������¨��§��¦��¥��¤��£

����¸��¶��µ´��³���¾��½��¼��»��º¹l ٣٨: الزمر 

“And if you asked them, "Who created the heavens and the earth?" they would surely say, " 

Allah ." Say, "Then have you considered what you invoke besides Allah ? If Allah intended me 

harm, are they removers of His harm; or if He intended me mercy, are they withholders of 

His mercy?" Say, "Sufficient for me is Allah ; upon Him [alone] rely the [wise] reliers.“” [Az-

Zumar  39:38] 

• There are more aayaat than this, which emphasise the same meaning 

Important Points (3)  

• One type of tawheed is not enough 

• The Qu’raan [almost] never encourages tawheed ar-rububiyyah, except to lead to 

tawheed al-uloohiyyah  

�m��¦��¥�����¤��£��¢�����������������¡������~��}��|��{����z��y��x

��²��±���°��¯��®��¬��«��ª©��¨��§l ٢٢: البقرة 

“[He] who made for you the earth a bed [spread out] and the sky a ceiling and sent down 

from the sky, rain and brought forth thereby fruits as provision for you. So do not attribute 

to Allah equals while you know” [Al Baqarah 2:22] 

• No prophet was sent to his people to preach tawheed ar-rububiyyah, rather they 

were sent to say “worship Allah” 

• The people who oppose these categories, mostly do so to justify their worhsip of 

other than Allah, by saying ‘but we believe that Allah is our Lord’ 



Important Points (4)  

• All of these three types of tawheed can be found in a single aayaah: 

�m��N��M����L���K��J���IH���G��F��E��D��C��B��Al 

  ٦٥: مريم

“Lord of the heavens and the earth and whatever is between them - so worship Him and 

have patience in His worship. Do you know of any similarity to Him?” [Maryam 19:65] 

• Where are the three types of tawheed here?  

Great Scholars who Divided Tahweed  

• A common argument is that the first person to divide tawheed was Ibn Taymiyyah, 

who died in 728AH/1328CE.  

• We have already seen this division in the Qur’aan and Sunnah, but we can also reply 

by quoting some early scholars: 

o Abu Haneefah (died 150AH/767CE): “And Allah is called upon above, not 

below, because lowliness has no connection to rububiyyah and uloohiyyah” 

o Ibn Jareer At-Tabari (died 310AH), when explaining surah Muhammad, 

aayah 19 [Know that there is no god except Allah, and seek forgiveness for 

your sins]: “Know O Muhammad, that there is nothing worthy or deserving 

of uloohiyyah, nor is it allowed for you or the rest of creation to worship 

anything except Allah. He is the one who created creation, and the owner of 

everything, everyone accepts his rububiyyah” 

o Similar quotes from Abu Yusuf, Abu Zayd Al-Qayrawaani, Ibn Battah, Ibn 

Mandah,  and others. All of them died before 400AH, around three hundred 

years before Ibn Taymiyyah  

Shirk  

• Shirk is the opposite of tawheed  

• The essence of shirk is to give anything of Allah’s rights to someone or something 

else 

• Shirk has two forms; major and minor 

o Major shirk necessitates that the person will reside in the hellfire forever  

o Minor shirk is from the worst of the major sins, and necessitates 

punishment, but does not take the person outside of Islam. It is defined as: 

“everything which is called shirk but doesn’t take the person outside of 

Islam”, such as: 

� Showing off 

� Unintentional shirk with the tongue 

• No form of shirk will be forgiven, if the person does not sincerely repent in this life 



�m�~��}��|���{��z��y����x��w��v���u��t��s��r��l ١١٦، ٤٨: النساء  

 “Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He forgives what is less than that 

for whom He wills” [An-Nisaa’ 4:48 & 4:116]  

• For every kind of tawheed, there is a kind of shirk  

Dealing with Doubt (1)  

• As a student of knowledge, you may come across people who try to put doubt in 

your mind about aspects of the religion, including tawheed, and they justify their 

opinion with some aayaat, or ahaadeeth  

• There are some rules which will help you to repel this doubt in a general sense, 

before you learn the specific reply to each issue. 

1. Understand that the Qur’aan and the Sunnah are from the Knowledge of Allah, and 

they don’t contradict eachother  

2. The Qur’aan and the Sunnah must be taken as a whole, for example Allah says: “But 

whoever kills a believer intentionally - his recompense is Hell, wherein he will abide 

eternally, and Allah has become angry with him and has cursed him and has 

prepared for him a great punishment.” And before and after that verse Allah says: 

“Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He forgives what is less 

than that for whom He wills” – when you put them together, the fact that Allah may 

forgive someone who kills a believer intentionally becomes clear. 

Dealing with Doubt (2)  
3. The Qur’aan is made up of two types of aayaat; those which are clear in meaning, 

and those which are difficult to understand. The believers always refer those aayaat 

which are difficult to understand back to the clear aayaat. As Allah says: “It is He 

who has sent down to you, [O Muhammad], the Book; in it are verses [that are] 

precise - they are the foundation of the Book - and others unspecific. As for those in 

whose hearts is deviation [from truth], they will follow that of it which is unspecific, 

seeking discord and seeking an interpretation [suitable to them]. And no one knows 

its [true] interpretation except Allah . But those firm in knowledge say, "We believe 

in it. All [of it] is from our Lord." And no one will be reminded except those of 

understanding.”” [Aal-Imraan 3:7] 

• Therefore, if someone was to come and give a proof that suggested that you can 

make du’aa to other than Allah you would reply: “I don’t know about the proof that 

you mention, but I know that Allah has said: “And the Mosques are for Allah, so do 

not make du’aa to anyone besides Allah.” And I know that this is from the aayaat 

which are clear in meaning and are the foundation of His book, which Allah has 

ordered us to follow. I also know that following those proofs which are unclear is a 



characteristic of the people of deviation – as Allah has informed us. And I know that 

Allah’s knowledge does not contradict itself. So I am confident that it is not allowed 

to make du’aa to other than Allah, even if I do not understand the proof that you 

bring.” 

• Or to quote Al-Hasan – may Allah have mercy on him: “As for me, I know my 

religion, If you have lost your religion then go and look for it.” 

 


