Sisters’ Class - Lesson 1 - Seeking
Knowledge

Introduction

*  Welcome
e A brief discussion about set-up
e The importance of feedback

e WhoamI?

Aims of the class

* To give the sisters an opportunity to study from a student of knowledge in a class
especially for them

* To attract more sisters to come to the lessons

e To provide a foundation for sisters who want to pursue further study, either at
home or abroad

e To provide a structured form of learning, where sisters are actually progressing as
students of knowledge

e To teach the right balance of subjects, including general topics and issues particular
to women

e To encourage further study at home, including memorisation and teaching family

e To encourage sisters to participate in da’wah events

Class format

e Especially for the sisters
e One way video, two way audio
*  Presentation on the screen

* Notes, video, and audio available from www.islamnewcastle.co.uk




*  Work to continue at home
*  Progress monitoring, active participation

*  Further reading/recommended audio should be provided with every lesson
Islamic Etiquette

¢ Observing the limits set by Allah — we’re here to seek Allah’s pleasure, not to earn
His anger

e A word about voice
Participation

* Encourage sisters’ participation
* Seereal progress
e Ask questions

e Take notes
A few final points

¢ All of the material taken from the senior scholars in Madinah and elsewhere
e My jobisto helpyou learn

¢ These lessons are not meant to be a comprehensive guide to the topic — they are
taster lessons

We should all take this opportunity to ask Allah to make this lesson a source of beneficial
knowledge and good action, and to make this lesson sincerely for Him alone. Just as we
should take this opportunity to thank Him for his bounty — if it were not for the blessings and
bounty of Allah then none of us would have been guided:
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“And they will say, ‘Praise to Allah , who has guided us to this; and we would never have
been guided if Allah had not guided us.”” [Al-‘Araaf 7:43]
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“but Allah has endeared to you the faith and has made it pleasing in your hearts and has

made hateful to you disbelief, defiance and disobedience. Those are the [rightly] guided. *
[It is] as bounty from Allah and favor. And Allah is Knowing and Wise.” [Al-Hujuraat 49:7-8]
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Indeed, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, we seek His help and we ask His forgiveness.

Whomsoever Allah guides there is none to misguide him and whomsoever Allah misguides

there is none to guide him. And | bear witness that there is no god except Allah, alone and

with no partner, and | bear witness that Muhammad is his slave and Messenger.
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“Oh you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, and die not except as Muslims” (Aal
Imraan 3:102)

“Oh people! Fear your Lord who created you from a single person, and from him He created
his wife, and from them both he created many men and women. And fear Allah through
whom you demand your mutual rights. And Allah is Ever Watchful over you”.( An-Nisaa’ 4:1)

“Oh you who believe! Fear Allah and speak the truth. He will direct you to do good deeds
and forgive you your sins. And whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has indeed achieved
great success”. (Al-Ahzaab 33:70-71)
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Indeed, the best speech is the book of Allah, and the best guidance is the guidance of
Muhammad. And the worst of things are the newly invented matters [in the religion], and
every newly invented matter is innovation, and every innovation is misguidance, and every

misguidance is in the hellfire.

e This wording and the wording of the opening paragraph are reported by An-Nasaa’i
and others and are authentic inshaa Allah



Seeking Knowledge

The benefits and virtues of seeking knowledge

*  Why do we learn the benefits of our actions?

¢ Afew of the Qur'aanic ayaat which encourage us to seek knowledge:
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“and say, ‘My Lord, increase me in knowledge.”” [Taha 19:114]
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“Is one who is devoutly obedient during periods of the night, prostrating and standing [in
prayer], fearing the Hereafter and hoping for the mercy of his Lord, [like one who does not]?
Say, ‘Are those who know equal to those who do not know?’ Only they will remember [who

are] people of understanding.” [Az-Zumar 39:9]
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“And it is not for the believers to go forth [to battle] all at once. For there should separate
from every division of them a group [remaining] to obtain understanding in the religion and
warn their people when they return to them that they might be cautious.” [At-Tawbah

9:122]
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“It is He who has sent down to you, [0 Muhammad], the Book; in it are verses [that are]
precise - they are the foundation of the Book - and others unspecific. As for those in whose
hearts is deviation [from truth], they will follow that of it which is unspecific, seeking discord
and seeking an interpretation [suitable to them]. And no one knows its [true] interpretation
except Allah . But those firm in knowledge say, "We believe in it. All [of it] is from our Lord."
And no one will be reminded except those of understanding.”

e Afew of the ahaadeeth which encourage us to seek knowledge:
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Abu Hurayra (may Allah be pleased with him) said that the Messenger of Allah (peace be
upon him) said: “Whoever Allah wants good for, He gives him understanding of the religion”
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Dawood bin Jameel narrates from Katheer bin Qays that he said: “l was sitting with Abu Ad-
Dardaa’ (may Allah be pleased with him) in the Mosque in Damascus when a man came to
him and said: ‘O Abu Ad-Dardaa’ | have come to you from Madinah, the city of the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) for the sake of a hadith that you narrate from the
Prophet (peace be upon him).” Abu Ad-Dardaa’ said: ‘You didn’t come for business?’. He
replied: ‘No’. Abu Ad-Dardaa’ said: ‘You didn’t come for any other reason?’. He replied: ‘No’.
Abu Ad-Dardaa’ said: “Indeed | heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) say:
‘Whoever seeks out a path to acquire knowledge [of the religion], Allah makes his path to
Jannah easy, and indeed the angels lower their wings because of their pleasure at the
student of knowledge, and indeed everything in the heavens and the earth seek forgiveness
for the student of knowledge [note: the most common wording of this hadith is: for the
scholar], even the fish in the sea. And the virtue of a scholar in comparison to a [ordinary]
worshipper, is like the virtue of the moon, in comparison to the stars — the inheritance of the
Prophets, and indeed the Prophets don’t leave deenars and dirhams as inheritance, but
they leave knowledge, so whoever takes it, has taken a great portion’
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It is narrated that Abu Hurayrah came to the market place when he stopped and said: “O
people of the market! How feeble you are!” They replied: “Why is that?” He said: “The
inheritance of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) is being shared out and you are
all here, won’t you go and take your share of it!” They said: “Where is it?” He replied: “In the
masjid.” So they left in a rush and Abu Hurayrah waited for them until they returned, then
he said to them: “What’s the matter?” They said: “O Abu Hurayrah! We came and we
entered the masjid and we didn’t see anything being shared out.” So Abu Hurayrah said to
them: “Didn’t you see anyone there at all?” They said: “We did. We saw people praying, and
people reading the Qur’aan, and people studying about the halaal and haraam.” So Abu



Hurayrah said to them: “Woe to you! That was the inheritance of Muhammad (peace be
upon him).”
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Zirr bin Hubaysh said: “l came to Safwaan bin ‘Assaal Al-Muraadee (may Allah be pleased
with him), and he said: “Why did you come?” | said: “l came to seek knowledge”. He said: “I
heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) say: ‘There is no one who leaves his
house to seek knowledge, except that the Angels lower their wings in humility out of
pleasure for what he is doing.””
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Abu Hurayrah said: “I heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) say: ‘Whoever
comes to my masjid, and the only reason for him coming is to learn or teach some good, he
is in the position of a mujaahid, who fights in the cause of Allah. And whoever comes for
something else, he is in the position of a man who looking at someone else’s property.”

The history of seeking knowledge

e Who was the first person to travel, seeking knowledge?

2 4

(A2 Gl ST il L L AR G ST 25 03695 )

>/ s >7

ol LRl <o LG AS SUgh 2 CLEG ()

bl
~ ‘% s E /,.r//

ST B ES1J6 (e L5138 6,20 o g 230 G00E a0 250 6

e Pl



>w Lor soos s 7, Rt 41,?&.,7 s, s s 4 Pl
d\u\.‘&\.’\o—)ﬁ 4 2’\;@\.)‘))\9@ LS \.A A J @Lﬁ
i Pt

ST > . L > < se £ > 4 tVh
eﬁ;\&@»},ﬁd‘u‘g\s) xuj\)t\.&;u«: A.o...»-_):\‘.;:p\c. b.}L/.«-‘j

P ys I Ao

D G5 () R0 G 5 bl 36 () 135 e L S i e

FE 20 Gl . 2~ LA o A % 2 L
() LA el V3 DL TG o) adein 56 (W (5 s L2 0K

e Read the translation of these ayaat at home — Surah Al-Kahf 18:60-70
Points of benefit from the story?

* No pride

»  Hard work - al 1L alall & 0 Y J& 88 o on

* Persistance & Patience — sabr

* Good manners with the teacher

e Desire to learn — good intention

e Actively seeking knowledge

Hadith of the wafd (delegation) of Abdul-Qays
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On the authority of Ibn ‘Abbaas, that the delegation of Abdul-Qays said to the Prophet
(peace be upon him), when they came to him, “O Messenger of Allah! We can only come to



you in the forbidden months, for between us and you are the tribe of disbelivers [called]
Mudar, so give us detailed instruction, so that we can inform those who we left behind, and
we can enter Jannah [by acting on it].



This is the perfect intention.

¢ Imaam Ahmad was asked about the intention for seeking knowledge. He said: “To
correct yourself and others”

e Where that is found in the hadith?

The manners of seeking knowledge

* Abrief introduction to some of the manners:
* Manners that relate to Allah
0 Sincerity
0 Following the way of the Prophet (peace be upon him)
0 These two are the conditions of every action
* Manners that relate to Yourself
0 Review your intention

0 “Knowledge will not be achieved by someone who is arrogant, nor someone
who is shy”

= The problem of shyness and the statement of ‘Aa’isha: “The best of
the women are the women of the Ansaar. They don’t allow shyness
to stop them from seeking knowledge in the religion”

0 “Knowledge will not be achieved by resting and relaxing”

0 Act upon what you know

0 Call to what you act upon

0 Be patient as a result of what happens to you when you do the above
e Manners with your teacher

0 Understand your teacher’s status

0 Give your teacher your full attention

= Take notes

= Don’t read other people’s explanations while the teacher is
explaining

0 Give your teacher his/her space



e Manners with your other students

0 Allow them their rights

How to seek knowledge

The statement of Ibn Jamaa’ah
¢ The building blocks of knowledge: memorisation and understanding

0 Memorisation should preferably come first, but as you get older this is not
always possible.

e The best of deeds are the continuous deeds: “The most beloved of deeds according
to Allah are those which are continuous”

e The importance of progression and structured learning
e Setting yourself a timetable

e The example of the professional athlete

Different types of Islamic knowledge

¢ Knowledge which is sought for itself

e Knowledge which is sought as a tool to help you learn something else

Ways of seeking knowledge

e The importance of a Shaykh
e Order of preference:

0 All of the items mentioned below, if done together, are better than one
particular method.

0 Reading a book to a shaykh directly — one on one or as a small group
0 Sitting in a class
0 Listening to a tape — make sure to take notes and ask questions

0 Reading a book —“Whoever makes his book his shaykh will have more
mistakes than he is correct”



Sources of knowledge: Building your own Islamic library

* How to know a good book

e The importance of translation

e How to read/browse for a book:
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(0]

Introduction
Contents/Index
A couple of pages from the main text.

At least do this with every book you have in your house, and before you buy
every single book.

Seek advice —in Arabic from the scholars, in English from the students of
knowledge but be careful — not every student of knowledge is equal when it
comes to books and prints.

e Bad things to look for

o

o

o

Lots of spelling mistakes
Poor layout/print quality

Blank pages

Book categories

e This slide has since been updated and moved to a separate document: The book list



